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At OWLS, 
we engage, enrich, and inspire  
Chicago kids and communities  
through the power of lacrosse.
Together with our donors, we help bridge the achievement gap for 
Chicago’s underserved neighborhoods through mentorship, academic 
support, enrichment experiences, and the great game of lacrosse. 

Your contribution made a huge impact in 2022.  
Keep reading to find out how—and how to keep it going! 
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Whether you’ve joined us this year or have been following along since 
our start in 2011, you know the OWLS organization and the communities 
we serve have been through a lot together. From our launch to the 
pandemic to the unprecedented growth and impact we achieved this 
past school year, we can proudly state three things: 

#1. We are relationship-powered.  

Relationships shape our future just as much as they shape who we are 
as people and as a community. We know that everything we do at OWLS
—from coaching lacrosse and academic advancement to enhancing 
social-emotional learning outcomes and providing life-altering 
experiences—starts with the vital connections we make. This is 
especially true for the nurturing presence of trained OWLS coaches, 
mentors, and educators as they work with students and families along 
an often tumultuous educational journey. 

Thanks to your generous support, we were able to support our 
community school partners with full-time program officers—and 
give these critical relationships the focus, energy, empathy, 
support, and positive outcomes they all deserve. The results, as 
you’ll see, speak for themselves! 

#2. We are impact-driven. 

For many of our participants, lacrosse is about competing and having 
fun. While they play the game, OWLS is playing a key role in helping 
student-athletes make healthy choices in unpredictable environments. 
This is most evident in our OWLS Academy, where our aspiring scholars 
hone the skills and receive guidance necessary to attend the high school 
of their choice—and have success when they arrive.  

As you’ll see in this year’s Impact Report, our most successful OWLS 
Scholars have been with us since elementary school, proving that the 
more hours we can invest in our students, the more opportunities they 
will have to be successful. And we clocked almost 4,000 hours of 
programming this year.
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#3. We are ready for more. 

Everything we've accomplished so far has built upon our previous 
impact. By focusing our energy on relationships, we can multiply the 
power that a consistent presence of nurturing adults has on the growth 
of students, the support of our schools, and the health of our 
communities. 

To us, this means 

• Expanding our school partnership footprint and increasing student-
facing hours. 

• Embedding additional full-time, trained staff at partner schools. 

• Enhancing the scholar experience by improving the quality of 
educational academic resources in direct partnership with our 
elementary and middle school partners.  

• Improving Academy Scholar class sizes with a 100% high school 
graduation rate—and greater college and career matriculation. 

OWLS has reached the point in its legacy where kids who joined us as 
3rd graders in our Outreach program are now graduating from high 
school with honors, college acceptance letters, academic scholarships, 
and a bold new world ahead. This is what makes a lot of hard work a 
very easy decision.  

We come together as leaders, as parents, as school partners, and as a 
community so that our student-athletes can study, practice, and play as 
if the future depends on it. Because it does. 

Thank you, as always, for being a part of it. 

Sam Angelotta
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Who 
we serve

2022-2023 
ACADEMIC YEAR

5+4
Partner 
Schools

289
Student-athletes (up 74% from 

previous school year)

20
Zip Codes 

represented

COMMUNITY FOOTPRINT
OWLS Lacrosse supports many 

communities throughout Chicago. Our key 
focus areas are school clusters in Chicago's 

West Side and South Side neighborhoods 
where we provide outreach programming 

on-site and safe bus transportation to 
centralized park district spaces.

SCHOOL 
OUTREACH SITES 
Chicago Jesuit Academy 
Austin 
Hamline Elementary 
Back of the Yards 
Herzl School of Excellence 
North Lawndale 
Plamondon STEM School 
North Lawndale 
St. Malachy School 
Near West Side

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH SITES 
Comed Recreational Center 
Garfield Park 
Lions for Hope Sports 
Complex 
McKinley Park
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We are 
owls lacrosse
Student-Athletes

Family
Community
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Alumni 
spotlight
It feels nice that throughout all of these years, I still have an organization like OWLS to 
encourage me. They not only help aspiring students like me excel in the sport, but also 
in our academics and goals in life.  

In the end, I achieved my biggest goal of them all: graduating cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Science in psychology, with departmental distinction. Now that I look to 
the future, I plan to continue my education as a graduate student and work in the 
medical field. 

I’m grateful for the support of OWLS and this community because as a young girl I was 
given the opportunity to play a sport I had never heard of, work with coaches that built 
up my confidence in and out of the classroom, go to places that I have never traveled 
before, and achieve goals that have set me up for the rest of my life. 

Tierra Martin 
OWLS Alumni, UIC, Class of 2023 
In a speech delivered at the Links for LAX event

Tierra Martin joined OWLS as a 
fourth grader at St. Malachy 

School. She then went on to attend 
CTK College Prep and graduated 

from University of Illinois at 
Chicago in 2023 (where she 

competed on the Women's Club 
Lacrosse Team)—but not before 

giving the next generation of OWLS 
a tour of the UIC campus!
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Our model  
& Mission
OWLS PROGRAMS ARE 100% DONOR FUNDED  
Generous donations ensure every participant gets 
well-rounded support, encouragement, and 
opportunities — on and off the field. 
We believe the game of lacrosse is one of the best ways to 
grow and celebrate physical, mental, and social health. 
And it all starts with nourishing, supporting, and 
challenging the student-athlete.

3rd Grade through Graduation

INWARD 
Personal Health + 
Growth Mindset 
• Healthy Choices 
• Self-awareness 
• Self-confidence 
• Mindfulness 
• Physical Exercise 
• Social Emotional Learning

OUTWARD 
Teambuilding + 
Community 
• Enrichment Programming 
• Experiential Learning 
• Collaboration + Teamwork 
• Coaching + Mentorship 
• Service Learning Projects

ONWARD 
Academics + Careers 
+ Service-learning 
• Academic Tutoring + Support 

• College + High School Prep  

• College Visits 

• Career Exploration 

• Volunteer Opportunities 

8



Enrichment Programs incl. 
Arts & Culture field trips, 
full day excursions and 

skill/team building camps

Full equipment,  
uniforms, and team 

apparel

Healthy meals, snacks, 
and water on extended 

activity days
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our student-athletes have access to
Thanks to donors like you

Trained coaches and 
educators to support 
holistic enrichment 

programming

Field space and 
transportation to 

practices and games

Seasonal camps, 
clinics and competitive 

club teams

Academic tutoring, 
study tables, and high 

school/college prep 
access and guidance

Personal/
Professional 

mentorship and 
career exploration

And more!
9
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Grades 3-5
Outreach

Each year, OWLS Outreach 
programs introduce the game 
of lacrosse to hundreds of 
Chicago kids.  
OWLS Outreach is the entry point into our 
programming and gives elementary-age 
students the opportunity to learn and play 
lacrosse for the first time.  

We focus on the development of basic 
movement skills like running, jumping, 
landing, kicking, scooping, throwing, and 
catching in a fun setting.  

Built around informal play and positive 
reinforcement, this is where we cover the 
fundamentals of lacrosse, build meaningful 
relationships, and lay the foundation for a 
lifetime of learning, healthy choices, and self-
confidence.

For more than a decade, OWLS 
has partnered with Notre Dame’s 

#PlayingforPeace, a student-led 
initiative that uses the platform 

of sport to bring people together 
in the pursuit of peace, justice, 

and human understanding. 
This year, we hosted the ND lacrosse 

team at St. Malachy School for a 
“Power of Play Day,” where 

@ndlacrosse supported our 
outreach programs, classroom 
activities and a big-time school 

clean-up! 

The Fighting Irish went on to win 
the Division 1 National 

Championship the following May!
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Grades 4-8
Youth League

© 2023 Outreach With Lacrosse & Schools | 2022 Impact Report 
OWLS LACROSSE is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit sports-based youth development organization

The OWLS Youth League 
embeds competitive 
interscholastic lacrosse play 
with academic enrichment, 
social-emotional growth, and 
team-building experiences.  

Building on community partnerships 
forged through our Outreach Program, 
the Youth League Program establishes 
lacrosse as an integral part of our 
participants' general health and 
wellness, while embedding this 
community sport within our partner 
schools and organizations.

Every OWLS 
student-athlete 
receives access 

to required 
equipment, 

safety training, 
coaching, and 

character-
building 

opportunities
—so they show 

up strong to 
each and every 

game.
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Grades 6-
Academy

OWLS Academy is an intensive, year-
round, holistic intervention program 
for our most active participants. 
In addition to enhanced lacrosse experiences, your 
donation provides OWLS Academy Scholars with ongoing 
academic support, career mentoring, enrichment 
programming, and a platform to discuss social justice. 
This is where OWLS Academy Scholars develop skills that 
will help them succeed both on and off the field.  

Our Scholars, mentors, and coaches all focus on the 
following outcomes: 

• Academic and Life Enrichment 
Academic and experiential learning workshops, study 
tables, enrichment trips, and test prep programs. 

• Outcome Enhancement 
Consistent and intentional mentorship, subject-based 
tutoring, career exploration, service learning, and 
competitive lacrosse experiences. 

• Academic Access + Career Exploration 
Scholars receive access to competitive college-prep high 
schools, colleges, and professional networking spaces.

We’d like to highlight and thank two of our 
academic partners for providing critical 
support during the 2022-2023 school year. 

Educational Endeavors is a family of 
programs offering academic tutoring and 
educational solutions for individuals and 
organizations.  

LEAP (Language Empowers All People) builds 
speech, language, and communication skills 
that advance success in life, school, and work.

12
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Thank You to 

our Incredible 

team of Volunteer 

Coaches!

 GET OUR 
INSTA 

INSTANTLY
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LEADERSHIP WEEK IN THE WISCONSIN 
NORTHWOODS 
Connecting with nature in a team setting is powerful, 
and we felt that energy in Wisconsin when scholars took 
on the zipline course—and life as a young leader.

ENRICHMENT 
EXPERIENCES

OWLS ACADEMY

CHICAGO HISTORY 
MUSEUM FIELD TRIP 
Curiosity and discovery are at the 
heart of our curriculum—and we 
put both into action during a field 
trip to the Chicago History 
Museum.

SHEDD AQUARIUM 
DAY TRIP 
Guided by a Shedd 
Aquarium expert, OWLS 
Scholars had the 
opportunity to look nature in 
the eye and learn about 
innovative efforts to improve 
the health of the Chicago 
River for wildlife—and 
everyone who lives here.

FIELD MUSEUM DAY TRIP 
OWLS Scholars enjoyed the Field 
Museum’s latest exhibit, “Native 
Truths: Our Voices, Our Stories” where 
they learned about the importance of 
indigenous land acknowledgments as 
told by the vast range of native voices 
in and around Chicago.

MEDITATION AND MINDFULNESS PROGRAM 
We are so proud of the OWLS Scholars who experienced and explored 
mindfulness and meditation practices with our beloved Lisa Sparagna!

DUSABLE MUSEUM DAY TRIP 
Chicago’s DuSable Black History Museum 
and Education Center is dedicated to the 
study and conservation of African-American 
history, culture, and art. This was a perfect 
place for us to discuss social justice as part 
of our enrichment programming.
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After helping me at the beginning of 
high school and then during high 
school, my OWLS coaches are now 
helping me to further my education 
and follow my passion for lacrosse.   

My dad always says, “I can show you 
the door. You need to walk through it.” 
All you can ask from friends, family, or 
anyone in your life is for them to help 
show you doors. OWLS was able to 
show me the door to lacrosse. I was 
able to open it for myself. 

Mario Hill 
OWLS Academy Scholar 
Loyola Academy Class of ‘23 
Thomas More University Class of ‘27

SCHOLAR 
spotlight
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Partnership 
spotlight

OWLS is grateful to be 
selected as a Goals for 
Greatness partner with Paul 
Rabil and PLL Assists. 
Created by PLL Assists Co-Founder and 
President, Paul Rabil.,  Goals for Greatness is a 
501(c)(3) organization  committed to 
resourcing lacrosse goals in all 50 states—
every single year.  

PLL Assists works to proactively navigate 
social change, bring awareness to 
marginalized members of society, garner 
support for those in need, and foster 
continual growth of our great sport. 

“My hope is that through this initiative, more 
kids and adults will have unlimited access to 
the game,” said Rabil. “As we continue to 
build Goals for Greatness, I can envision a 
future where lacrosse goals are stationed at 
every park, rec and local school field 
nationwide, making lacrosse more accessible, 
recognizable and aspirational.”

2022-2023 COMMUNITY & CORPORATE PARTNERS
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Partnership 
spotlight

Career Exploration Day  
with Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Long-time corporate partner, Dick’s Sporting Goods, hosted a Career 
Exploration Day, where OWLS Academy Scholars met with regional store 
leaders to learn DSG’s service standards. They then put it into practice with 
role plays and real customer interactions!  

The experience was highlighted by the presence of OWLS Alum (and current 
DSG Teammate), Jaylin Kershaw, who shared meaningful on-the-job and 
OWLS program experiences.

16
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providing quality sports, teambuilding, enrichment, and competitive 
experiences for our scholars, but also for the leadership and social-
emotional learning that our scholars accrue.   
OWLS Lacrosse provides a positive trajectory for our scholars 
in not only the sports arena but also in the development of their 
character and well-being.   
We are OWLS Lacrosse, and are proud of it! 

Tamara Davis 
Principal, Herzl School of Excellence

17

School 
spotlight

Herzl Professional 
Development Day 
Relationship and trust building goes beyond 
OWLS coach-to-student partnerships. As one 
of our newest Chicago Public School Partners, 
Herzl School of Excellence had our OWLS 
team teach lacrosse to their entire school staff 
(50+ staffers) to introduce the game, 
ourselves, and the opportunities available 
with this vital connection.

2022-2023 COMMUNITY & CORPORATE PARTNERS
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Owls 
academy

• Chicago Hope Academy 
• De La Salle Institute 
• DRW College Prep 
• Lane Tech High School 
• Loyola Academy 
• Mount Carmel High School 
• Proviso West High School 
• Saint Ignatius College Prep 
• Steinmetz College Prep 
• UIC College Prep

OWLS ACADEMY SCHOLARS 
2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR

• Arizona State University 
• Dominican University 
• College of DuPage 
• Eastern Michigan University 
• Hiram College 
• Indiana State University 
• The Ohio State University 
• Trine University 
• Thomas More University 
• University of Illinois 
• University of Illinois (Chicago)

OWLS ACADEMY ALUMNI 
COLLEGE MATRICULATION

18

OWLS SUCCESS SPOTLIGHTS: 

OWLS Scholars Kick Off 
Their NCAA Careers

Juan-Carlos “JC” Marquez 

A South Side native who 
joined OWLS through his 
local Boys & Girls Club, JC 
attended Mount Carmel 
High School with an 
academic scholarship. He is 
now a freshman at Trine 
University and competes 
for the Thunder at the 
Division III level. 

Armario “Mario” Hill, Jr. 

Hailing from Chicago’s West 
Side, Mario has been active 
in OWLS since elementary 
school. He graduated from 
Loyola Academy in May and 
now brings his lacrosse 
skills to Thomas More 
University in Kentucky, 
where he plays for the 
Division II Saints.
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2022-2023 School Year: 
Inspiring the impact

Program Goals

OWLS Lacrosse experienced another record year in 
donations, growth, and outreach—a sign our communities 
are ready to get more out of the playing field in 2023-2024!
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0

70

140

Outreach (Grades 3-5) Competitive Play (Grades 3-12) Academy (Grades 6-12)

2021-2022 2022-2023

GOAL STATUS ACHIEVED?

Expand school outreach to 3 new 
public school sites

Established relationships with Hamline, Plamondon, 
and Herzl Yes

Promote OWLS Outreach program  
to 300+ student-athletes in  
3rd to 8th grades

From May 2022-May 2023, OWLS supported 339 unique 
participants. Yes

Increase OWLS Academy 
participation by 67%

While we increased overall program participation by 
75%, we identified a need to improve the health of our 
Academy Program through enhanced outreach 
programs and stronger school partnerships at the 
elementary level. Our earliest Academy participants 
continue to thrive as they enter (and graduate from) the 
college ranks.

Adjusted based on 
program goals
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GOALS FOR 
2023-2024 
School year

The Year Ahead

WHAT WE KNOW 
• Enrichment programs like ours 

are critical for youth 
development. For us to 
accomplish our mission, students 
need to be seen, challenged, and 
supported physically, mentally, 
socially, and emotionally. 

• Resources are extremely 
limited in the historically 
marginalized communities we 
serve. By understanding the 
needs of our school partnerships, 
we can better identify 
opportunities and gaps—and 
work together to address them. 

• Individual relationships matter. 
From our student-athletes to 
school partnerships, community 
engagement, and organizational 
culture—the more time and 
touchpoints we can invest in our 
relationships, the better our 
retention numbers, student 
outcomes, and impact become.
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Strive to set a high standard for sports-based youth development programs by defining and 
refining organizational roles, processes, curriculum, and impact tracking. 

2023 - 2024 GOAL: 
Strengthen our structure by building our team with the hiring of a Communication Manager, 
Bookkeeper, and Program Coordinator.  

Create a scalable programming model to deepen our impact in Chicago—and wherever OWLS can 
change lives. 

2023 - 2024 GOAL:  
To build our program at scale, we need quantifiable proof of success. Our working targets this 
school year include the following: 

• 85% of all Youth League participants succeed in the area of social and emotional 
learning (SEL) via the pre/post Hello Insight Survey. Students with SEL skills are more 
college- and career-ready, experience better mental health and social functioning, and 
report a greater sense of well-being. 

• 50% of all Academy Scholar Outreach participants participate in OWLS Spring League. 

• Launch “Junior Academy” Programming at two partner schools that will provide 
engaged Outreach participants in 6th through 8th grade with on-site academic 
enrichment programming. 

Build an unstoppable OWLS community by way of our students, alumni, staff, board, donors, and 
community/corporate partners. 

2023-2024 GOAL: 
Diversify our boards to reflect the communities we serve, increase awareness of the OWLS mission 
throughout the Chicago area, and foster new and high-impact partnerships with community and 
corporate partners.

OUR FOCUS FOR 
2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

1

2

3

Optimizing Participation Through 
Exceptional Program Delivery 
Our strategic plan emphasizes the following 
priorities for the next three years.



In an effort to expand our outreach and 
better serve our students and 
surrounding communities, the OWLS 
Lacrosse staff is teaming up with 
schools and sponsoring partners to 
create accurate participation, 
performance, and environmental 
metrics for 2023 and beyond. 

Program 2023 
Goal

2022 
Benchmark

Outreach 240 109

Competitive Play 93 42

Academy Scholars 27 24

Total participants * 289 166
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Benchmarks 
And Goals

Impact By The Numbers

* As students may 
participate at multiple 
levels, total number 
reflects unique 
participants. 

$58,444

$59,320

$338,159

Programming
Admin
Development / Fundraising

Expenses $147,750

$169,086

$175,485

Individuals
Events
Grants

Revenue
$455,923 

Participation rose 
75% for 2022-23.

2022

$492,321

2022
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You are making a difference.
Every investment in OWLS directly impacts our student-athletes and the 
Chicago neighborhoods, schools, and communities that need it most.

Impact area 2022  
Baseline Expenses

2023  
Investment needed

Academic Support
Workshops, Tutoring, Test Prep, and Facility Rental $8,400 $13,000
College Visits (Transportation) $3,558 $5,000
Enrichment & Experiential Learning $2,091 $4,000
Books and School Supplies $1,259 $2,000
Lacrosse Support
Equipment & Uniforms $13,971 $20,000
Field Space $3,843 $5,000
Program Insurance $36,728 $45,000
Team Scholarships $1,654 $2,000
Food and Fuel
Healthy Snacks and Beverages $10,000 $10,000
Bus Transportation $9,160 $15,000
Total $90,665 $121,000

23

“At OWLS, they put in so much effort, care, time, and resources into the kids in their program. 
I’ve never once felt unsupported. In fact, OWLS is one of the main reasons why I was able 
to get into my dream high school, St. Ignatius. Not only did I just get in, I was also able to 
get a full ride there with the help of OWLS. OWLS does everything they can to make sure that 
the kids in their program succeed. Whether it be with tutoring, team building, or introducing 
you to new opportunities and experiences, OWLS took the necessary steps for me to 
succeed coming into and during my freshman year of high school.”

Truth Hughes 
OWLS Academy Scholar, St. Ignatius Prep, Class of 2026 
(Started in 6th grade when attending St. Malachy)



SPECIAL THANKS  

Stephen White Family 
OWLS Lacrosse would like to recognize the generous contributions of the Stephen 

White Family, which has committed to funding our academy scholars program. 
Sponsorships like these allow us to build amazing energy and momentum—and it 

shows in our year-over-year community growth and impact!
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Thank you!
2022-2023 Community & Corporate Partners
OWLS partners provide grant funding, sponsorships, volunteer hours, in-kind 
donations, services, and financial support that directly improve the lives of 
Chicago students.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
The Center for Healing  
& Justice Through Sport  
Chicago Hope Academy 
Chicago Park District 
Chicago Public Schools 
Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund 
Educational Endeavors 
Northwestern Women’s 
Lacrosse 
PLL Assists 
University of Notre Dame Men’s 
Lacrosse 
US Lacrosse Illinois Chapter

24

CORPORATE PARTNERS & 
FOUNDATIONS 
100,000 Foundation 
Alliance 
Antares Capital LP 
Arco Murray 
Arthur J. Gallagher 
Bank of America 
Balyasny Asset Management 
Banner Witcoff 
BeatBox Beverages 
Belvedere Cares Inc. 
Bill Belichick Foundation Inc 
CBIZ Private Equity Advisory 
CBRE 
CNI Brands 
Colliers 
Core Specialty Insurance 
Services, Inc. 
Cressey & Company LP 
The Cynthia Elkins Foundation 
Dakota Funds Group 
Dicks Sporting Goods 
Foundation 
DRW Foundation 
East Ave Lacrosse 

EvoShield 
Executive Construction, Inc 
The Cynthia Elkins Foundation 
Fluent 360 
Fox Rothschild LLP 
GCM Grosvenor 
GEM Realty Capital 
George Sollitt Construction Co 
Gilbane Building Company 
Hanna Radon Detection 
IMC Foundation 
JP Morgan 
The John Buck Company 
Junkyard Dogs Lacrosse 
Kaskey Kids 
Kirkland & Ellis 
KPMG 
Lakeshore Lacrosse 
Law Offices of Mathys & 
Schneid 
Lincoln Property Company 
The Lubin Family Foundation 
Mark Cesarik Art and Design 
McKinsey & Company, Inc. 
McNally Capital, LLC 

Multicultural Marketing 
Consultants 
Opal Holdings 
Optiver Trading 
Pantheon Ventures (US) LP 
Prince Charitable Trusts 
Private Equity Association of 
Chicago 
Realty Ads 
Reed Smith LLP 
Reilly Partners 
Related Midwest 
Richard Group 
RLE Construction 
Sarkisian Sarkisian & 
Associates 
SB Group 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Stephen White Family 
Sterling Bay 
STS Foundation 
Synchrony Bank 
Team Illinois 
Travelers Insurance 
William Blair

SCHOOL PARTNERS 
Chicago Jesuit Academy 
Hamline Elementary 
Herzl School of Excellence 
Plamondon STEM School 
St. Malachy School
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OWLS LACROSSE TEAM

BRYCE WOODSON 
Chief Program Officer 
Bryce joins us from USA Lacrosse, where he was the Midwest Regional Manager. Due to his 
incredible leadership, we have rapidly expanded our partnerships with Chicago Public 
Schools, the Chicago Park District, and community centers around the city.

Community 
Partnership Liaisons 
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Stephen Weber 
Educational 
Endeavors

Erin Garcia 
Educational 
Endeavors

Nina Smith 
Language Empowers 
All People (LEAP)

Colton Fiore 
Colton Fiore 
Media

ALY MYERS 
Academy Program Manager 
With a background in education and public humanities, Aly makes sure every OWL Academy 
Scholar gets lots of opportunities for fun, social-emotional growth, academic achievement, 
career development, and life-changing experiences. 

TARA PINK 
Development Officer 
With a master’s in industrial and organizational psychology and over 15 years of development 
management supporting national nonprofits, government, and social service organizations, 
Tara brings a dedicated focus to donor stewardship, strategic campaigns, and corporate/
foundation sponsorship.

CIERA SMITH 
Lacrosse Program Manager  
Ciera started playing lacrosse in middle school and never looked back. She went on to earn 
two master’s—Urban Studies and Youth Development from Eastern University as well as 
Educational Leadership from DePaul University—and continues to serve her passion for 
education and working with kids.

MATTHEW WEGH 
Lacrosse Program Manager  
An IWU graduate with a double major in English and Secondary Education, Matt has played 
lacrosse since he was 13 years old. Prior to joining OWLS, his coaching roster included Urban 
Prep Academy, De La Salle Institute, and East Ave Lacrosse.

SAM ANGELOTTA 
Executive Director 
An Ohio native and former club lacrosse player at Indiana University, Sam has a passion for 
sports-based youth development and the emerging field of healing-centered coaching. In 
2016, Angelotta began working full-time for OWLS in order to expand school partnerships and 
improve educational and social outcomes for our participants.
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Tracy Bonaccorsi 
Fenwick High School 
Athletic Department 

Pete David 
Guidehouse 

Jack Fitzpatrick 
JLL 

Jack Gavin 
DW Hammer 

Taylor Gibbs 
Energy BBDO 

Patrick Hurley 
DRW Trading 

Mike Kakenmaster 
Loyola University 
Chicago 

Matt Kelly 
William Blair 

Dave Largey 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

Sten Jernudd 
Bartlit Beck LLP 

Mac Mardjetko 
Cressey & Company 

Isabelle Montagne 
JLL 

Evan Mulchrone 
Jellyvision 

Anya Padita 
Belvedere Trading 

Sergio Perkovic 
Goldman Sachs/PLL 

Zachary Phan 
Rush Street Interactive 

John Sexton 
Transition Equity 
Partners 

Marcus Williams 
Skender Construction 

Zach Wood 
McNally Capital

ASSOCIATE BOARD
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Executive BOARD
Sam Angelotta 
Founder & Executive Director 
OWLS 

Angelo Calvello, President 
Co-Founder 
Rosetta Analytics  

Kenard Gibbs, Vice President 
Television Executive 
BET Networks 

Lon Chow, Secretary 
Chicago-based Venture Capitalist 
Method Capital 

Andrew David, Treasurer 
Retired Executive Director 
Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund 

Pri Bhargava 
Engagement Manager 
McKinsey & Co. 

José Colón 
Senior Commercial Real Estate 
Broker 
Jameson Commercial Real Estate 

Sean Conroy 
Director in Business Development 
Grosvenor Capital Management 

Kevin Corrigan 
Baumer Family Head Men’s 
Lacrosse Coach 
University of Notre Dame 

Christopher Deutsch 
Founder 
Lofty Ventures 

Michael Geller 
Portfolio Manager 
GEM Realty Capital 

Liam O’Connor 
Vice President 
Opal Holdings 

Michelle Sebastian 
Partner 
Lakeshore Lacrosse 
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Thanks for 
giving a hoot!
Thank you for being a powerful 
part of how we engage, enrich, 
and inspire Chicago communities 
through the power of lacrosse. 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR 
OUR UPCOMING EVENTS 

7v7 Tournament 
October 22, 2023 

Partnership with Team Illinois 
Hosted by College of DuPage 

— 
NIGHT OWL 

March 22, 2024 
Theater on the Lake, Chicago, IL 

— 
Links for LAX Golf Outing 

August 2024 - Date TBD!

Follow @OWLSlax 
and Share Our Impact!
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